From: <marty-carole@comcast.net>
Subject: Grant Change in Scope
Date: August 9, 2019 at 3:05:52 PM CDT
To: <nlee@trullfoundation.org>
Cc: <txcpartners@gmail.com>, <landwaterassoc@gmail.com>, "'Lisa Myers'" <lisalmyers@gmail.com>

Dear Ms. Lee:
 
In August of 2013 the Trull Foundation awarded $10,000 to the Friends of Brazoria Refuges to purchase the 11-acre "Poole Tract," which was intended to become an addition to the San Bernard National Wildlife Refuge.  The grant was disbursed in September of 2013.
 
The Friends, with the assistance of Mike Lange, who was formerly an employee of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, have endeavored for six years to purchase this property.  However, the ownership is complicated by serious problems with title.  Despite repeated efforts and discussions with representatives of the owners, it has been impossible to clear up these title issues.  We have decided to abandon further efforts to complete this purchase.
 
We are requesting authorization from the Trull Foundation to use the $10,000 for a different purpose.  Mike Lange has retired from the Fish and Wildlife Service and now provides consulting assistance to organizations and agencies that are pursuing conservation efforts.  He works primarily in Brazoria and Matagorda counties.  His website is txcpartners.com
 
Mike has been asked by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) to conduct negotiations to purchase four properties on the Matagorda Peninsula.  TPWD successfully acquired most of the Peninsula from the Texas General Land Office a few years ago using funding from the Deepwater Horizon oil spill settlement.  But there are several properties on the Peninsula in private ownership just to the east of the outlet of the Colorado River that should be added to public ownership.  TPWD has almost all the funding necessary to acquire these tracts.  There is a private match required of $50-60,000 that has been tentatively committed by the Mitchell Foundation, according to the Foundation's representative Ernest Cook.  
TPWD needs help in these negotiations because the Department is burdened with so many land conservation opportunities and does not have staff available for this project.  That's good news - but help is needed!
 
The Friends of Brazoria Refuges would like to use the $10,000 it still holds from the Trull Foundation grant to hire Mike Lange to pursue these negotiations.  Mike can provide more detail with maps and photos if you need more information.  We are eager to have Mike begin work as soon as possible.
 
Thank you for the Trull Foundation's consideration of this request.  We believe this use of your funds will have a very beneficial impact on the water and wildlife of East Matagorda Bay.
 
Sincerely yours,
Martin Cornell
Secretary and Grant Administrator
Friends of Brazoria Wildlife Refuges
P.O. Box 505
Lake Jackson, Texas 77566

