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Minutes Board of Directors 
Friends of the Brazoria Wildlife Refuges 

9/13/15 (Draft 12/2/15) 
Minutes by Mickey Dufilho 
Meeting called to order by Ed Barrios, President, at 1:00 PM, Hudson Woods 
Attendees:   

• Board Members:  Ed Barrios, Mickey Dufilho, Phil Huxford, David Plunkett, Torry Tvedt, Marty Cornell, Jeanne Manry, Neal 
McLain, Tom Taroni, Ron Bisbee, Dick Schaffhausen 

• Refuge Staff : Jennifer Sanchez 

• Guest Vanessa Taylor (Nelson) 
 
Vanessa Taylor presented a check for $2000.00 to the Friends of the Brazoria Wildlife Refuges to be used to for Migration Celebration.   
 
Minutes – Mickey Dufilho 

• Minutes from 5/31/15 were reviewed and modified. Motion to accept minutes was made by Marty and seconded by Jeanne.  
Motion passed unanimously  

• Reviewed Action Register – See Attachment A 
 
Board viewed the new Refuge video produced by Joe Lange 
 
Land Acquisition – Mike Lange Trust for Public Land 
Mike gave an update on land acquisition at Texas Mid-Coast NWR Complex (Attached to minutes)  

• Holman Tract completed 

• The following tracts are pending 
o Vallet 
o Freeport LNG 
o Frances Pelli Yelderman 
o Westcap Tract  

 
Refuge Update – Jennifer Sanchez  

• Dressing Point Island on E. Matagorda Bay restoration project – will work with Ducks Unlimited 
o Build island, put in fill and rock barrier 
o Grow Island in phase 2 

• Houston Urban Partnership 
o David and Ed visited Herman Park to determine the opportunity to creating a sister park with Herman and USFWS.  The 

plan would be to get a grant from National Wildlife Foundation to complete the project.   
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o Another opportunity would be to build a pollinator garden near the community center at Herman Park 

• Houston Gardens planted by refuges seemed to survive the flooding along Buffalo Bayou.  East End Park is in good shape.  The 
balance of the funds will be used to put additional plants at White Oak Bayou and East End.   

• Dow Pipeline construction is postponed until 1/4/16 and should last about 2 months 

• Praxair has plans on constructing two pipelines (Nitrogen and Hydrogen) possibly in April and construction may take 6 months.   

• In their role as mentors for the USFWS, Marty and Jennifer went to Aransas NWR facilitated a workshop for the Friends of 
Aransas and Matagorda Island National Wildlife Refuges. As a result of that visit, it was suggested to have a planning retreat 
with refuge staff of the Texas Mid-coast NWR Complex and the Friends FOBWR board. 
 

Financial Update – Jeanne Manry – Attachment B 

• Jeanne presented the financial report 

• See Attachment B for detail of the Grant and financial report 
 
Grant Update – Marty Cornell  

• The Dow Woods Crossing and Poole Track are still pending completion 

• A Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Recreational Trails Grant of $160,000 for refurbishing and expansion expanding of the 
trail Bobcat Woods Trail at the San Bernard NWR has been awarded but not received to the FOBWR. Funds will be available 
after approval by the Texas Department of Transportation and the federal Department of Transportation and environmental and 
historical reviews by the TPWD. These approvals will likely take several months.   

 
A Taste for Nature Fund Raiser 

• Marty gave an update.  Using Dow Academic Center as the venue and event will be catered by Arcodoro from Houston.  Plan is 
to have 220 guests.  Wine has been purchased.   

 
Outreach – David Plunkett 
October 3: Buffalo Bayou Park Grand Opening 
October 10: BNWR event 
October 17: KBR Kids Day on Buffalo Bayou 
 
Email Votes from 5/31/15 – 9/12/15 

• 6/9/15 – Marty made a motion to accept ATFN15 Budget of $25,323.00.  Motion 2nd by Jeanne.  Motion passed unanimously  

• 6/9/15 – Neal moved the Friends of Brazoria Wildlife Refuges allocate $1500.00 to USFWS Refuge Junior Naturalist Program for 
the academic year 2015 – 16.  Disbursements are to be made in such amounts and at such times as stipulation by the President 
and Secretary of FOBWR.  Motion 2nd by Tom Taroni.  Motion passed unanimously  

• 9/15 – Marty moved that David Plunkett is authorized to spend up to $1000.00 on a screened tent and auxiliary equipment as he 
sees fit for the Butterfly Encounter Outreach Exhibit.  Motion 2nd by Neal.  Motion passed unanimously.   
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Adjourn: 3:05 PM 
 
Attachment A 

Friends of Brazoria Wildlife Refuge Board Action Register Updated 9/13/15 

Action Item Who? Due 
Date? 

Status Comments 

List Volunteer Opportunities - need to 
review list and put together a plan 

Ed Barrios 30-Aug-
15 

On Going Ed will get with Jennifer Sanchez to 
develop an updated list. 

Internal Audit - Mickey and Jeanne Mickey and Jeanne 1-Apr-16 Deferred to 
2016 

  

Partnership Agreement - reconcile 
agreement and send draft 

Ed Barrios 30-Sep-
15 

On Going Dec 15 messages sent by EB to DM 
for update. 

Movie on BNWR, highlighting EE 
opportunities 

Tom Schneider  1-Mar-15 On Going Needs closing caption, credits and 
titles  

Spec out Rollup shutters for Cross 
Trails shelters 

Marty Cornell 1-Nov-
15 

On Going Looking for a supplier 3 shelters/ 2 
sides each-    No progress since 
Sept meeting 

Develop a New Outdoor Environmental 
Education Display for our canopy 

Mickey 
Dufilho/David/Tom 

12-Sep-
15 

On Going See on Heritage Day if we need to 
work on this. 

Design Podium for Discovery Center Ron Bisbee 31-Dec-
15 

On Going Original builder moved, looking for 
others. 

Activate new website  Krissy/Ed  TBD On hold   

Draft a revision of the Bylaws to add 
restrictions to discretional spending by 
board members, adding timing 
limitations 

Ed Barrios 1-Sep-
15 

On Going Bring in conflict of interest wording  

 
Attachement B – Financial  


