
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 13, 2011 
 
Anthony W. Hall, Jr., Chair   
Houston Endowment Inc.  
600 Travis  
Suite 6400  
Houston, Texas 77002-3000 
 
 
Dear Mr. Hall: 
 
The Friends of Brazoria Refuges (the Friends) request $300,000 for pre-
acquisition funds to effect the purchase of ten tracts in the Columbia 
Bottomlands Ecosystem - the only expanse of hardwood forested wetlands in 
Texas adjacent to the Gulf of Mexico.  Acquiring the tracts helps fulfill a larger 
purpose: to conserve this internationally-significant Ecosystem, found no 
where else in the United States, in perpetuity, as part of the National Wildlife 
Refuge System.  
The ultimate goal is to acquire and protect 70,000 acres of this old-growth 
forest in the floodplains of the Brazos, San Bernard, and Colorado rivers near 
the Gulf of Mexico. The ten tracts will add 10,762 acres to the 18,500 
acquired to date, tying existing conservation areas into a corridor of prime 
waterfowl and forest songbird habitat. Also, the conservation of priority tracts 
will facilitate wetland coastal marsh restoration and protect the San Bernard 
River watershed, which provides fresh water to the Refuge’s estuarine 
marshes. These estuaries are essential for conserving the coast’s biological 
resources, including fish and shrimp, which support commerce and recreation. 
The land helps preserve quality of life for coastal communities while providing 
open space, recreation, and environmental education in a fast-growing region 
of Texas.   
 
We will note that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, which will hold title to the 
tracts, will use State, federal, and private funds to purchase the properties. 
The need, then, is for funds for pre-acquisition due diligence activities - 
appraisals, surveys, title documents, land consultant fees, and closing costs - 
to facilitate purchasing the tracts.  
 
I approve this proposal and endorse it as essential to fulfilling our 
organization’s mission. The request and activities in the proposal are top 
priorities for the Friends. Also, the Friends’ exempt status, purpose, character, 
and method of operation as a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization as determined 
by the Internal Revenue Service has not changed since issuance of the ruling 
letter. The letter is current and has not been revoked. We will use no funds for 
activities prohibited by the 1969 Tax Reform Act. I will add that the Friends 
has not operated under any name other than that identified in the attached 
IRS determination letter and does not do so now.   
Should you require additional information, please contact me at (979) 297-
1815, Michael Lange, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at (979) 964-4011, or 
Tom Smith, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, at (505) 292-2143 Thank 
you for considering this request.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ed Barrios  
President 
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