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July 22, 2010

Will VanWisse, Jr.                                                 Andy Goldbloom                                                                                        Grants Auditor/Program Specialist V                Recreational Trails Program                             Recreation Grants Branch/Fiscal Section         Texas Parks & Wildlife Department                                                                                                                                           4200 Smith School Road                                      4200 Smith School Road                                                                                  Austin, Texas 78749-3218 

         Austin, Texas 78744-3291
Dow Woods Trail Grant RT-901, Plastic Decking Material, Request for Approval of 3rd Lowest Bid
Per purchasing requirements
, we request Department approval to award a contract for plastic decking material to the third lowest bidder, Shoreline Lumber, agent for Tangent Technologies "TanDeck" products.
Bids were verbally solicited from four vendors, and their bids are shown in the table below.  The bids are for 388 pcs. 2"x6"x12' and 62 pcs. 2"X4"X12' to be used to build boardwalk sections on our trails.   Our requirement was that the product have a non-skid surface and have sufficient structural integrity to support a 24-inch span.  
Samples from the lowest bidder, Bedfordtech, were inferior in surface quality, had excessively rounded edges, and contained metal contaminate, which is indicative of poor quality control.  The EPS decking is high density polyethylene (HDPE) extended with mineral fillers.  The grain on the EPS product was muted and interior voids were quite noticeable in the sample they supplied. In contrast, samples from Tangent have an attractive, well defined wood grain surface and sharp edges.  
The premium for Tangent decking over EPS decking is $867.44
	Rank
	Bidder
	Product
	Quality
	Bid

	4
	Bedfordtech
	Fiberforce
	Contaminated with metal scrap, inconsistent surface, excessively rounded edges, fiberglass filler
	$18,114,88

	2
	Engineered Plastic Systems (EPS)
	Bear Board
	Excessive interior voids, shallow wood-grain surface, <50% mineral filler
	$18,742.56

	1
	Shoreline Lumber, agent for Tangent Technologies, LLC
	 TanDeck
	High definition wood-grain surface, "square" edges, no noticeable interior voids, reinforced with glass fiber
	$19,640.00

	3
	 American Plastic Lumber
	Structural grade
	High definition wood-grain surface, "square" edges, small interior voids.
	$ 21,253.66


We would appreciate your reply at your earliest convenience.  
Sincerely,

Martin Cornell, Project Administrator & Member of the Board,                                                                         Friends of Brazoria Wildlife Refuges                                                                                                                             333 Timbercreek Drive                                                                                                                                                    Lake Jackson, Texas 77566                     Phone: 979-297-2235                   marty-carole@comcast.net
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� Texas Recreational Trails Fund, Development Project Instructions and Reimbursement Procedures, January 1997, page 4.





